(Ireland .) 



report 

FROM THE 

COMMITTEE 



ON THE PETITION - OF 

BREWERS 

Of the Cities of .D ublin, Conic, and Waterford. 



The COMMITTEE to whom the Petition of several Brewers 
of the Cities of Dublin, Cork, and Waterford, was referred, to 
examine the Matter thereof, and report the same, together with 
their Observations and Opinion thereupon to the House.; and who 
-were empowered to report. the Minutes of the Evidence taken 

before them; Have, pursuant to the Order of The House, 

.examined the Matters to them referred ; and have agreed upon the 
following REPORT: 

Y OUR Committee proceeded to examine several Witnesses ; and to 
consider the several Papers presented to them; and from the whole 
. of such examinations (which your Committee have thought proper to annex 
by way of Appendix to their Report) they have come to the following 
'Resoeutions ; and beg ' leave to recommend the whole of this very 
important subject for the consideration of Parliament. 

Resolved , 

That it is the opinion of this Committee, That in the different 
parts of Ireland, the excessive use of Spirituous Liquors. has of late much, 
increased. 

Resolved, 

■ Th at it is 'the opinion of this Committee, That the cause, of the said 
c excess is the .cheapness, of the article. 

Resolved, 

'That it is the opinion of this Committee, That the clandestine dis- 
tillation of Spirituous Liquors does at present much prevail, to the great 
prejudice of the Community and the Revenue. 



A MINUTES 
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a MINUTES of EVIDENCE taken Ufm the COMMITTEE 




MINUTES or EVIDENCE. 



Committee on Petition' of Brewers of Dublin, &c. 



Jovis, 23 0 die Mali , 1811. 

JOHN PATTESON, Esq- in the Chair. 

Edward Sing Cooper, Esq. a Member of the Committee; Examined. 

E ' S 'j^° 0 P er ’ T N y° ur county, has the diminution of the duty had ally effect towards the putting 

__ £ , A cloun clandestine distillation ?— Not where I am : but if I state the whole, it would 

^ go further than that. There was a distillery s r et up at Sligo, in which a gentleman 
embarked a large capital; there was another person entered into it with considerable 
skill, but little capital; the principal had £. 30,000 in the concern, as I am informed 
and believe; they began to distil, and they were going on prosperously under the hio-h 
duties, but when the Legislature put an end- to the distillation from grain, they, were 
, obliged to stop. At the time when the high duties were in force, the clandestine distil- 
lery, was very great; Jhe Legislature thought fit to reduce the duty, and the conse- 
quence was, that the public distillery went on again; at the same time that they 
reduced the duty, they thought proper to take off the penalty which attached upon the 
town lands, .where any private still was found ; the consequence of taking off that 
penalty was, that the clandestine distillery has increased to a degree that never was 
known before, and that any quantity of spirits can be had now, in the county of Slfoo 
certainly, and, as I. believe, iiv the county of Leitrim, for 4s. a gallon from the clandes- 
tine distilleries. I mentioned before, that these gentlemen had renewed their distillin" 
upon the lowering of the duties, but the cheapness of the spirits from the clandestine 
distilleries rendered it impossible for them to sell any at ah in the country ; they 
were obliged therefore to send their spirits by land carriage to Dublin ; they tried that 
for some time, but now they find that the charges upon sending it, the insurance, and 
various other matters, are so heavy, that they have discontinued the distillery alto- 
gether. 1 he gentleman who has sunk «£. 30,000 in it is not ruined, because he is a 
man of large fortune, but lie is severely injured ; the other is altogether destroyed, in 
my opinion, unless be receives some compensation. 

Have any prosecutions taken place for misdemeanors against distillers? — Not 
many : I was one of those that wished the lines to be taken off the town lands, as I 
had known several very iniquitous things in consequence of it; but I am now so per- 
fectly convinced that no other measure can stop the private distillation, that I am 
decidedly of opinion it cannot be too soon renewed ; but I woiiid not put the fine 
upon town lands, . but a certain small district adjoining, where the still was found. 

Do you think it. consistent with the principles of justice, that the innocent should 
suffer for the offence of the guilty r— No. 

Do not you think that measure will have that effect? — I have not a doubt there 
might be such an enactment as might render it efficient, without being at’ all pre- 
judicial. 

"V ou spoke of the adoption of the former regulation ? — No ; I do not say so as to 
•every point. 

St&te what the iniquitous things were you ‘alluded to?— I knew a person wlv had 
been ruined as a shop-keeper; he thought that he could do no better than -sufc ip a 
private still; he went to the verge of a town land where there was turf convenient ; 
lie set up the still upon the bounds of the two town lands ; he got informatio; , that 
the Excise Officers were in pursuit of him ; he threw the still and all the u tens v over 
-into the next town land; the- consequence was, that two very innocent men were fined, 
vapd the whole of the burthen fell upon them, and the illicit distiller altogether escaped^ 
for he was worth nothing! 0 * 

Are you able to state to the Committee, from vour own observation, comparing the 
use of Spirituous Liquors when the duties, were low, and when high, the increased 
-quantity in user— I cannot speak to the fact, but 1 have not the smallest doubt the 
increase is very great now the duties are low ; 1 cannot state it from my own know- 
ledge, because I spend very little time in the country. 

The 
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on PETITION of BREWERS of DUBLIN. &c. 




The Reverend James Sims called in, and Examined. 



You are. acquainted with the state of sobriety among the common people in the 
part of the country where you live ? — Yes. 

It is the county of Wicklow?— Yes. 

Will you have the goodness to mention what is the present state of sobriety among 
the common people in your neighbourhood ? — I have had opportunities as a magistrate 
of observing that people drink more spirits now than sometime ago; I think drunk- 
enness is more prevalent than when spirits were dearer. 

Have you observed, within this year back, any very great alteration in the conduct 
and morals of the people, inconsequence of the cheapness of spirits? — I think I have 
observed an alteration. 




Are you positive that spirits have become cheaper of late ?*■— Yes. 

And drunkenness has become more prevalent? — Yes. 

I would be glad to know what the price of whiskey now is in your neighbourhood ? 
— I think when I left, from eight to nine shillings a gallon. 

Did you buy any yourself? — I bought some at 8s. 6 d. just before I came away. 

Do you recollect any time when whiskey was cheaper in your neighbourhood than, 
now ? — Yes; I do. 

How long ago ? — Eight or ten years ago. 

Is there any clandestine distillery in your neighbourhood ? — I have not heard of 
any lately ; there was one two years ago, but it was soon discovered. 

Is there any manufactory ? — Avery considerable one. 

Have they lately been distressed to any degree like the distress that has prevailed in 
Dublin? — I think not; I think it hardly extended to the manufactory in my neigh- 
bourhood, which is a manufactory for woollens. 

Do you know the price of spirits by the gallon in 1807? — Indeed I cannot 
charge my memory. 

Can you say the Act passed in the last Session of Parliament has had the effect 
of putting down clandestine distillation ? — I can only speak from hearsay. 



Mr. John Barber called in, and Examined. 

Are you well acquainted with the people of Dublin? — Yes, I am very well ac- Mr. J Barber . 
•quainted with the people of Dublin. 1 ' ^ iJ 

You are Captain of a trading vessel between Dublin and London? — I am; I 
have a great deal to do with the people trading between London and Dublin ; I have 
two or three ships. 

Do you perceive that drunkenness has increased in the people of Dublin ? — I meant 
amongst the lower orders of people ; I have to do the labouring part of my business 
about the quays amongst them ; it has increased very much indeed, and particularly 
•of late ; those people in general think they have worked enough if they only got ten 
pence; but I only speak of the persons who are employed on the river Liffeyj ' 
and other rivers, who are more depraved than people employed in another way. 

Since what time have )ou perceived this increase of drunkenness among the 
people with whom you are conversant in Dublin ? — Since whiskey became cheaper. 

T hen I am to understand, that whiskey has become cheaper in Dublin ? — Whiskey 
at this moment is one half cheaper than it was two years ago. 

What is the price now ? — Eight shillings a gallon, or was about two months ago; 

I bought a hogshead from a distillery at 8 s. a gallon. 

I need hardly ask whether you perceive the intoxication to have made any differ- 
ence in the health of the people in Dublin ? — I have remarked it particularly ; and 
it has been remarked by a number of people, that the strength of the men is much 
impaired by the large quantity of spirits they drink; we attribute it to that; they ap- 
pear as well, but their strength is much impaired. 

The price of whiskey about, a month ago was ? — Yes; I bought some at that. 

Can you state the price two years ago ?— No. 

Prior to the prohibition of the distillery ? — Yes; I paid nineteen or twenty shillings. 

When was that ? — I cannot speak to the time ; better than two years ago. 

T hree years ago, what was the price ? — I do not know ; I say two years ago, a 
little more or less. 

Was it prior, to the prohibition or subsequent to it, or was it about the time it 
was prohibited ? — About that time, I think. 

Do you recollect what the general price was within the last five or six years? — 

Jt has fluctuated very much. 

222. Can 
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MINUTES of EVIDENCE, taken before tie COMMITTEE 



Mr. J. Barber. 




Can you state the fluctuation From eight to twenty shillings a- gallon, within 
the. last, fiv.e years. 

What is the general price you have paid till within the last two years? — I donot 
■ Enow ; one voyage I made, perhaps there might be a difference in three months of 
two or three shillings a gallon in the price. 

■ Do you recollect the price in 1807 ?— No, I do not. 

’ In 1806? — I do not recollect it at any period ; 1 have nothing more to do than 
buying a hogshead or 30 or 40 gallons for the ships ; that is all the knowledge I 
have. 

'Prior to the prohibition, what was the price you paid?— T suppose the average 
price might be about eight or nine shillings- a gallon. 

How long have you been acquainted with the port of Dublin ? — Twelve or four- 
: teen years. 

When you speak of the. increase of intoxication, do you mean that it is greater 
than the year before last, -or during your acquaintance ? — Greater within- the last 
year or eighteen, months, than ever before. 

Has there been any considerable change in the rate of -wages in Dublin of late? 
—There has been none Worth mentioning ; with some particular people there may 
have been three pence or four pence a day, but which is not to - be considered as 
regulated wages ; that is governed by the demand there is for work people. It is 
frcquently-'the case I have men for three shillings a day each, when at other times 
I cannot get them for- four shillings, according to the demand there is for them. 




Lime e, 27 0 die Mali, 1811. 



'J 0 II N PAT T-E SO N, Esq. in the Chair. 

. Dr. Rennie called in, and. Examined. 

.. JDr. Rennie-. - YOU reside- .in Dublin? — Yes.' 

•' ^ ! — ' Have vou formed any opinion regarding the comparative sobriety of the city of 

Dublin now, with any former time?— Yes ; I can say this, that when spirits are 
.very cheap and easy to get at, the city will be always, more- in a-, state of intoxication : 

■ that is exactly my opinion. I mean the lower classes. 

They will be -muclr more in a state .of intoxication? — They will be much in- 
toxicated. 

Whether it is your opinion, that that at present is the case? — Perhaps it would be 
more satisfactory to the Committee, although it would take up a few moments of their 
time, if I were to tell you what is my opinion. I have lived between thirty arid forty 
years in Ireland, and I have .made my observations on the state of the manufacturing 
.poor. My opinion of the manufacturing poor coincides with that of all. the intelligent 
persons who have had an opportunity of seeing their State locally ; and it is this : When 
there is plenty of work, and - the country is in a -situation of manufacturing prosperity, 
they are generally in bad circumstances: the manufacturing classes will not labour 
.more than two or three days in .a week, and will be drunk the remainder of the time, 
leaving their families without any subsistence. If their employers urge them, and say 
.thev have more work than 'they can get done, the next device they resort to, and a 
.-very -happy one. it is, is, that they will not work at all and turn out for increased- wages. 
.Take the other extreme, which has been the situation of Dublin last summer, and 
.has been so in many different years, when the people were in great distress, not being 
able to get work at all, and when whiskey -was cheap, then disease naturally prevailed 
to a great degree : in fact, it may he considered as a positive rule, applicable possibly 
to manufacturing towns of other countries, ..that when provisions are above the average 
price, and when labour is not too much rewarded, and when whiskey is difficult to be 
got at, under these circumstances, .the manufacturers are not only most healthy, but 
Jo fewest difficulties. 

I understand, the intoxication of the poorer classes in Dublin is attributed by you 
, to the cheapness of spirits? — The intoxication I do. 

Then it is scarcely necessary to ask you, whether the increase of the price would he 
..a diminution of the intoxication ? — I think it would ; it might force them to a sub- 
stitute, when they, could not get so much, of it. 

Have 
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Have you not observed an increased degree, of disease within the last year? — Yes i Dr. Rennie. 

1 have seen the scale produced to the Committee, but I do not agree altogether in it; ' ) 

though the general statement is correct. I have been a great while a superintendent 
medical man, and I have made extensive observations on some of the causes : 
still I have a hesitation, because, while the effects are easily discernible, the 
•causes lie very deep. I have no hesitation in saying, that fever is one species of 
disease which has prevailed more extensively in Dublin ; more extensively, in conse- 
quence of the facility afforded to the poor of getting spirits, who had at that time no 
work, and who. had recourse to drinking a great quantity of raw bad spirit : that 
might be a cause productive of fever, but to what extent, or if whiskey had been out 
of the question, whether the fever would have appeared to the extent that it did, I 
will not take upon myself to say ; it probably had its effect. 

I see in the scale of admissions* that there were 1,061 patients admitted in 1809, 

•and 1,774 patients in 1810. I wish to ask the Witness whether he considers that 
augmentation in consequence of the increased fever alone in the city of Dublin, or 
whether he does not attribute it in some degree to the increased reputation ot the Hos- 
pital, which induced people to come to it more than in former years ? — That had its 
effect. 

But you cannot state the degrees ? — It -would be hard to do it ; but we have been gra- 
dually ascending in the scale of reputation. There is one general fact I do not hesitate 
to state to the Committee : I confess that, in my view, the question is encumbered 
when you bring it to the application of particular effects. What I am ready to state is, 
that spirits taken in great quantities, and of a vicious quality, especially if it be new, 
break down the general health, vitiate the morals, and expose the poor to innumer- 
able difficulties; of that I never heard any rational man doubt: but when I am called 
on to say what share of the malady was produced by whiskey or not, I cannot state 
it ; but I never heard any man doubt the general principle. 

Whether the Fever Hospital was not a favourite object of the lower orders of 
Dublin, when they could get into it? — Yes; but there never was any apprehension on 
the part of the people, of going into any Hospital if they were sure of being well 
treated ; the apprehension was, that they would not be well treated. 

Was that apprehension felt of the Fever Hospital ? — No. 

Whether the Witness is not aware that there is a prejudice among the lower orders in \ 

Ireland, that when they are taken ill they do not like to admit that, they are in a fever, 
and are afraid of going into the Hospital, lest they should not be well treated ? — There 
is ; but that prejudice is wearing away ; and in proportion as the people are well 
treated, in that proportion they will shew less and less any indisposition of the kind. 

Do you not think that it is more particularly necessary to the people of Ireland 
to use spirits, on account of their vegetable diet? — I -cannot say that I think spirit, 
if taken in a moderate quantity, and of good quality, will do any harm. 

But is it not particularly necessary to the people of Ireland ? — I would not pledge, 
myself by giving an opinion upon that. 

Then you cannot answer that question to your own satisfaction ? — 1 cannot. 

You said that you imputed the fever of Dublin to the poor drinking immoderately 
of whiskey, at a time when there was a scarcity of employment ; how was it that at 
such a season, they had funds to indulge so immoderately in whiskey ? — No ; there was 
a considerable fever prevalent in many counties where whiskey was not a very 
common cause. At a lime when the common price of whiskey was 7 s. 6 d. per 
gallon, it was adulterated so much that it was sold at 4 s. or 5 s. and the bells were 
rung to announce it to the people, and to relate the joyous news ; and a general state 
of drunkenness was perceivable throughout the whole liberty for a week or a fortnight 
afterwards. 

Sir Edward Bellew, Baronet, called in, and Examined. 

Whether the Witness is acquainted with the county of Louth?— I am pretty well Sir E. Bellew, 
acquainted with it. Bart. 

Be so good as to state what you know regarding the comparative sobriety of the ' J 

people of that county? — I can only speak with respect to two periods; that is, about 
within two or three years ago, when the price of whiskey was very high, and in 
consequence of that it was very much adulterated, and became very pernicious to the 
people, which they found by- experience, and they then almost entirely gave it up in 
my part of the country. From my own knowledge I can say, that I saw a very great 
difference as to the sobriety of the people ; and as soon as whiskey became cheap 
again, and they were able to get good whiskey at a moderate price, they were not so 
sober. At the same time I must say, that in the district where I live, I did not ever, and 
do notqow consider that the use of spirits is to such an extent as to excite any alarm. 

090 B Whether 
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6 MINUTES' of EVIDENCE taken before the COMMITTEE 

Sir E. Bellezv Whether the Witness thinks that intoxication has increased in that district? — 
Bart. I think it has since the whiskey has become good and moderately cheap, in comparison 
c- ... i to what it was when they scarcely drank any. 

Then do you think that the cause of the increase of intoxication has been the 
cheapness of the liquor ? — I am sure it has. I imagine so. 

Does the Witness know what the price of whiskey, in his neighbourhood, is at 
present? — From 8 s. to 9s. or 10$. a gallon. The publican purchases it wholesale 
at that price from the distiller, and he mixes it afterwards with water, and sells it 
at 3 d. or 4 d. a noggin. 

Does the Witness know the price of whiskey before the prohibition ? — No ; I do not. 

Before the high price ? — No ; I do not recollect it. 

You do not recollect if it were dearer or cheaper than it is now? — I cannot say I 
recollect whether it was or no. 

Had you ever the curiosity to observe, or to enquire whether the quality of the 
spirit sold when it was dear, was worse than since it became cheap ? — I never tried 
it from my own knowledge; but I have heard it reported, and have known some very 
bad consequences arise from it. I know that one person was killed in consequence 
of drinking immoderately of spirits at that time, and I have been told that it was in 
consequence of the deleterious nature of the spirit at that time. 

That was spirit distilled from sugar ? — It was, I believe. It was about the latter 
end of the month of June last, that a person died in the act of drinking a quantity of 
spirit. He drank an immoderate quantity ; they were two people drinking for a wager. 

That was during the high price ? — I can tell exactly the time. It was in the last 
week of June. 

You say that there is more intoxication now than before the prohibition ? — No ; 
I think my neighbourhood full as sober now as I ever remember it at any time, and 
full as quiet, and with as little riot. 

Do you conceive the use of Spirituous Liquors in your county is so great and so 
injurious as to call for the interference of the Legislature? — I do not. 

Whether you do not think that if the Legislature did so far interfere as to raise 
the price of spirits, .that the intoxication you speak of would not diminish ? — I think it 
would ; and I think it would be better that the Legislature .did interfere ; but I was 
asked if it called for interference. 

Whether the part of the country in which you live, is not so thickly inhabited 
by gentry and magistrates as to make it almost impossible to carry on illicit distilla- 
tion there, without at least a prospect of interruption ? — I think it would be difficult, 
but I will not say it would be almost impossible. 

Mr. Edward Moore called in, and Examined. 

Mr. E. Moore. __ What do you know respecting the present state, of intoxication of the city of 

< ^ ' Dublin ; the present state of Dublin with regard to sobriety ? — In my opinion, 

speaking comparatively, the lower orders are not as sober as they were two years, 
or a year and a half ago. 

Of what profession are you ? — A merchant. 

To what cause do you attribute that increase of intoxication? — To the price of 
spirits being lower than it was before that time. 

Do you know the present price of spirits in Dublin ?— I understand the present 
price of spirits to be about %s. or 8 s. 3 d. per gallon from the distillery. 

Whether the price is less now than it was before the prohibition of distillation 
from grain ? — It is. 

Do you know the price before the prohibition ? — The price fluctuated. I am not pre- 
pared to state precisely, but I think it was from 105. to 1 1 s. a gallon ; . it might be from 
g.y. to 1 u. to speak more generally. I perhaps should state, that when I said that the 
intoxication had considerably increased within the last eighteen months, I compared 
it to the period of the prohibition when spirits were excessively high : the intoxication 
has considerably increased since that time. 

Do you know what the price of spirits was during the prohibition ? — The price of 
spirits was from 146-. to 17$. per gallon. 

Do you conceive that there is more intoxication now than there was previous to 
the prohibition ? — I do. 

Not while the prohibition existed ? — Without any allusion to that at all. 

You said that the price now from the distillery is 8 s. 3d . ; what is the retail 
price ? — I am not prepared to state that ; but I can form an idea of it : the retailers 
mix it with water, and in proportion to the quantity of water they put, they sell it 
cheaper. A man purchasing it at 8 s. 3 d. can afford to sell it at 6 s. or 7 s. a gallon. 

Do they sell it at that ? — Yes, weak. 

You 
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You stated the price of spirits to be now 8 s. 3 d. cap you state tlio price in 1806? Mr. E. Moore, 
«— I cannot. - •— 

Can you state the price in 1807 ?— I am Pot prepared to answer the question ; 
it ; is merely from memory, but I think it was somewhere from 95. to 105. 

What was that owing to ? — I suppose owing to the manufacturer not being able to 
supply it at less. 

What reason was there for it ; was it the price of corn? — The price of corn, and duty. 

The duty was not imposed till some years afterwards ; what was the price in 
iftoj ? — I think from 95. to 1 os. 

Do you recollect any period, for five years before the prohibition, when the price 
was as high as p^.or 105. prior to March 1808, when the prohibition took place?— 

I cannot answer the question accurately, as it is only from memory ; for though I 
am a mercantile man, I am not concerned in spirits as a dealer, therefore it docs 
not come within my province to recollect the price very particularly. 

What is your belief? — I think I gave more than 95. I think it fluctuated from 

£#. to 115 . 

• Can you recollect the precise period ; because the accounts I have received from 
those who sold the spirits, do not agree with yours ? — I have given 95. or l os. 

Perhaps it was choice, for your own drinking ? — N.o ; I do not want it quite so strong. 

Can you state from your own knowledge any inj urious effects resulting from spirituous 
liquors now, compared with former times r — I cannot state particularly any effects 
upon other persons ; but I can state generally, from a pretty intimate knowledge of 
the different trades practised in Dublin, such as the men working on the quays in 
the King’s Stores, and Coopers, and those sort of persons, that intoxication has 
prevailed very much among them, and caused considerable idleness, and some- 
times combinations. I think in my own mind the effects of intoxication have been 
very visible within these eight or nine months. 

And injurious, compared with former times ? — Yes. Perhaps it might be neces- 
sary for me to premise, that with respect to the price of spirits, reverting back to four, 
five, or six years, not being particularly concerned in that branch of trade, I cannot 
undertake to speak with such correctness as I would wish, to be attended to by the 
Committee ; but the present price I can state to be 85. 3d. because, understanding 
that it was on this business I received a summons, I by accident met a Dublin distiller 
on Friday night last in the gallery of the House of Commons, and got the information 
from him for the purpose. 

The Honourable John Leeson called in, and Examined. 

Does the witness recollect the price of spirits in the year 1807? To ascertain jjon. J. Leeson. 

it, I went into the city to see a price current ; at Peel’s coffee-house I saw a u____ — — . > 

Dublin Evening Post of the 9th of April 1807, in which whiskey was advertized 
then on sale at a grocer's shop, where they sell it by the gallon, and not by wholesale, 
at 95. 9 d. per gallon. 

Can you state any thing with respect to the breweries of the city of Dublin, how 
far their amount of sale has increased or diminished ? — T here has been forwarded 
to me from Dublin, as one of the deputies, during the illness of Mr. Guinness, 
separate Affidavits ; which 1 shall now lay before the Committee, and from which 
the following Statement is made out. 

Annual Sales of Malt Liquor, from Nine of the principal Breweries in Dublin, for 
the Years ending the 2.5th March 1810, and 25th March 1811. 



ANNUAL SALES.&C. 


l 8 lO. 


l 8 ll. 


Egan and Co. - - - 


25,950 . 


16,089 


Trevor and Keogh - 


27,424 


22,193 


Michael S wee tin an - - - 


24,Q24 


19,697 


Guinness’s - - - 


70,614 


55,488 


William and Edward Conlan - 


21,560 


15,678 


Grange, Leeson, and Co. - 


2/,463 ' 


16,658 


Conolly and Somers 


50,57 1 


* 41,595 


Madder and Co. - 


16,807 


14,135 


David Sherlock and Son - . - 


15,547 


13, 2 44 


. O, ~ QAn 


280,860 


| 214,777 



21 4,777 



Fallen off fince 1810 - 66, 083 Barrels, of 40 Gallons each. 
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Hon. J. Leeson: The following Affidavits were then delivered in ; and the Signatures were proved by 
v J a Member of the Committee. 

City of Dublin,") STEPHEN EGAN, principal Clerk to T. and D. Egan and Co. of 
to wit. j the City of Dublin, Brewers, maketh oath and saith, that the quantity 
of Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers, in the year ending the 25 !h of 
March 1 8 1 o, was twenty-five thousand nine hundred and fifty barrels, of 'forty gallons 
each, and in the year ending the 25 th of March 1 8i i, was only sixteen thousand and 
eighty-nine barrels, of forty gallons each ; — the above account being truly and cor- 
rectly extracted from the books of the said T. and D. Egan and Co. and made up upon 
the calculation that a hogshead contains sixty-six gallons, and a barrel forty gallons, 
Irish measure. 

Sworn before me, this 22 d day of May 1811. 

Stephen Egan, jun r . Nathaniel Hone, Lord Mayor. 

City of Dublin,! THOMAS MADDEN, principal Clerk of Trevor and Keogh j of the 
to wit. 3 City of Dublin, Brewers, maketh oath and saith, that the quantity of 
Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers,- in the year ending the 25 ,h 
March 1810, was twenty-seven thousand four hundred and twenty-four barrels, 
and thirty-three gallons, of forty gallons each, and in the year ending the 25'* 
March 1811, was only twenty-two thousand one hundred and ninety-three barrels, 
of forty gallons each the above account being truly and correctly extracted from 
the books of the said Trevor and Keogh, and made up upon the calculation that a 
hogshead contains sixty-six gallons, and a barrel forty gallons, Irish measure. 

Sworn before me, this 22 d day of May 1811. 

Thomas Madden. Nathaniel Hone. 

City of Dublin,) WILLIAM HICKEY, principal Clerk to Michael Sweetman, of 
to wit. j Francis-Court, in the City of Dublin, Brewer, maketh oath and saith, 
that the quantity of Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewer, in the year 
ending the 25 th of March 1810, was twenty-four thousand nine hundred and twenty- 
four barrels, of forty gallons each ; and in the year ending the 25 th of March 1811, 
only nineteen thousand six hundred and ninety-seven barrels, of forty gallons each ; — 
the above account being truly and correctly extracted from the books of the said 
Michael Sweetman, and made up upon the calculation that a hogshead contains sixty- 
six gallons, and a barrel forty gallons, Irish measure. 

Sworn before me, this 2 1*' day of May 1 Su . 

M. Base, a Divisional Justice 

JF m Hickey. of the District of Dublin Metropolis. 

City of Dublin,^ JOHN PURSER, Book-keeper to Arthur, Benj", and W. Lunell 
to wit. 3 Guinness, esq” of the City of Dublin, Porter Brewers, maketh oath 
and saith, that the quantity of Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers 
in the year ending the 25“' day of March 1810 was seventy thousand six hundred 
and fourteen barrels of forty gallons each ; and in the year ending the 25 th day of 
March 1811 was only fifty-five thousand four hundred and eighty-eight barrels of 
forty gallons each. The above account being truly and correctly extracted from the 
hooks of the said A., B., and W. L. Guinness, and made up upon the calculation 
that a hogshead contains sixty-six gallons, and a barrel forty gallons, Irish measure. 

Sworn before me this 22 d day of May 1811. > 

J. Purser. ' Nathaniel Hone, Lord Mayor, 

City rif Dublin,"^ GARRETT DOYLE, principal Clerk to W“ Conlan and Edw 4 
to wit. 3 Conlan, of the City of Dublin,' Brewers, maketh oath and saith, 
that the quantity of Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers, in the year 
ending the 25 ,h day of March 1810, was twenty-one thousand five hundred and 
sixty barrels, of forty gallons each, and in the year ending the 25 th day of March 
1811, was only fifteen thousand six hundred and" seventy-eight barrels, of forty gal- 
lons each ; — the above account being truly and correctly extracted from the books 
of the said W m and Edw d Conlan, and made up upon the calculation that a hogs- • 
head contains sixty-six gallons, and a barrel forty gallons, Irish measure. 

Sworn before me, this 22 d day of May 1S1 1 . 

Garrett Doyle. Nathaniel Hone, Lord Mayor. 
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City of Dublin, - ) RICHARD FEWTRELL, principal Clerk of Grange, Leeson and Hon.-J. Leeson. 

to wit. 3 Co. of the City of Dublin, Brewers, maketh oath and saith, that v — t — ^ ^ 
the quantity of Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers, in the year 
ending the 25 ,h day of March 1810, was twenty- seven thousand four hundred and 
sixty-three barrels, of forty gallons each ; — the above account being truly and 
correctly extracted from the books of the said Grange, Leeson and Co. and made 
up upon the calculation that a hogshead contains sixty-six gallons, and a barrel 
forty gallons, Irish measure. 

Sworn before 'me, this 22 d day of May 1811. 

Richard Fewtrdl. Nathaniel Hone , Lord Mayor. 

City. of Dublin/) RICHARD FEWTRELL, principal Clerk of Grange, Leeson, 
to wit. 5 Fulcher and Co. of the City of Dublin, Brewers, maketh oath and 
saith, that the quantity of Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers, in the 
year ending the 25 th March 1811, was sixteen thousand six hundred and fifty-eight 
barrels, of forty gallons each ;—the above account being truly and correctly extracted 
from the books of the said Grange, Leeson, Fulcher and Co. and made up upon 
the calculation that a hogshead contains sixty-six gallons, and a barrel forty gallons, 

Irish measure. 

Sworn before me, this 22'' day of May 1811. 

Richard Fewlrell. Nathaniel Hone , Lord Mayor. 



City of Dublin,^ JAMES ROCHE, principal Clerk to Messrs. Conolly and Somers, 
to wit. ^ 0 f the City of Dublin, Brewers, maketh oath and saith, that the. 
quantity of Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers, in the year ending 
the 25, March 1810, was fifty thousand five hundred and seventy-one barrels, of 
forty gallops each, and in the year ending the 2,5 tA March 1811, was only forty- 
one thousand five hundred and ninety-fiye barrels, of forty gallons each barrel; — 
the above account being truly and correctly extracted from the books of the said 
Conolly and Somers, and made up upon calculation that a hogshead contains sixty- 
six gallons, and a barrel forty gallons, Irish measure. 

Sworn before me, this 22 4 day of May 1811. 

James Rocket. Nathaniel Hone , Lord Mayor. 



City ofDubli 
to wit. 



SAMUEL MADDER, jun. Brewer, of the firm of Madder and 
Co. of the city of Dublin, Brewers, maketh oath and saith, that the 
quantity of Malt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers in the year ending 
2, t j th March 1810, was sixteen thousand eight hundred and seven barrels, of forty 
gallons each, and in .the year ending 25 th March 1 8 1 1 , was only fourteen thousand 
one hundred and thirty.-five barrels, of forty gallons each the above account 
bein® truly and correctly extracted from the books of the said Madder and Co. 
and made up upon the calculation that a hogshead contains sixty-six gallons, and a 
Barrel forty gallons, Irish measure. 

Sworn before me, this 21" day of May 1811. 

Sam 1 Madder, jun, Nathaniel Hone: 



County of the ) JAMES KELLY, .Clerk to David Sherlock and Son, of the City 
City of Dublin, > of Dublin, Brewers, maketh oath and saith, that the quantity ol 
to wit. ) jvjalt Liquor sold by the above-mentioned Brewers, in the year ending 
the 2 5 th of March 1810, was fifteen thousand five hundred and forty-seven barrels, ol 
forty gallons each ; and that they sold in the year ending the 25'- ot March 1 81 1, only 
thirteen thousand two hundred and forty-four barrels, of forty gallons each ; and that 
the above account has been extracted from the books of the said David Sherlock and 
Son, truly and correctly to the best of deponent’s belief ; and that it has been made 
up upon ihe calculation' 'that a hogshead contains sixty-six gallons, and a barrel forty, 
gallons, Irish measure. # 

Sworn before rne, this 21 st of May 1811. 

James Kelly. Nathaniel Ilone, Lord Mayor. 

,e ,J J>° 
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MINUTES of EVIDENCE taken before the COMMITTEE. 



Hon. J. Lecscn Thb following Certificate of the Lord Mayor and the Magistrates of the City of 
V J Dublin, was proved by a Member present. 

22 d May 1811. 

V/e, the Lord Mayor and undersigned Magistrates of the City of Dublin, do 
certify that we have observed, that within the last twelve months, there has been a 
deplorable increase of profligacy amongst the lower orders of the people in the 
metropolis and its neighbourhood ; and tins effect appears to us to have arisen from 
the very low price of Spirituous Liquors during the above period; and we are 
decidedly of opinion,- that ip proportion as a facility of intoxication is afforded to the 
lower orders of society, the industry of that class is relaxed, their health impaired, 
and their crimes multiplied. 



Cha* Thorpe, 

Jn° Carletonj 
Alex r Kirkpatrick, 
William Alexander, 
John Alley, 

M. Bloxham, 

J. C. Reresford, 



Nathaniel Honey Lord Mayor. 

John Exshaw, 

Tho 6 Andrews, 

Henry Howison, 

M. Jenkin, 

W. H Archer, 

John Cash, 

Fred* Dailey. 



Being a deputy from the * Brewers, I presume that, you are conversant 'with the 
brewing trade-"— £ have been so i'll lately, as not to have been able to give my atten- 
tion to it. I was in the west of England when I was called upon to attend this Com- 
mittee. 

Do you know -whether there has been any export of beer from Dublin ? — I cannot 
speak to that, but I know that from Cork there has been some ; but on a future day 
1 can inform the Committee. J 

Whether beer has increased in price? --No, it has not. 



The following passage was directed to be inserted from the “ Annual Medical Renbrt 
of the House of Recovery and Fever Hospital, in Cork-street, Dublin, by 'one 
ot the Physicians ; for the year ending 4 th January 1811 . 

(Signed) “ R. Gamble, M. D.” 

“I” t!ie progress of this year .(1810) the prevailing fever assumed an aspect 
-so formidable, and a Tange so extensive, that great and well-founded alarm was 
•excited in many parts of Ireland, -but especially in this city ; where, among the 
.poorer inhabitants, every cause that in our climate and local positron could combine 
to disseminate infection, existed in full vigour — An overthronged population, de- 
pressed and debilitated by want of -employment and want of food ; enervated more 
-or less by previous habits. ©f -intemperance uncleanly in their persons and apart- 
ments ; ot many, the whole mode of life reckless or despondent. A gleam of joy, 
or even the tranquil smile of well-fed content, is seldom seen to play on the coun- 
tenance -of the Dublin .manufacturer ; but at this melancholy period all was (doom. 
At the same .time whiskey, that bane to industry, health, aud' morals, became on a 
sudden. cheap and abundant. To the purchase of this poisonous liquor the finances 
of the poor were instantly and very generally devoted ; the scanty stipend of casual 
labour,, even the pittance bestowed by the haiiid of charity to relieve urgent -want, 
was converted into the means of self-destruction— a culpable inattention to me- 
■dmal police, exhibited iu the numberless depositions and collections of every kind 
•of filth in almost all the close situations where disease and indigence are concealed 
from passing notice. Such were the most obvious causes which, in this metropolis, 
concurred to call into baleful activity that epidemic constitution, the effects of 
-which wc are now .to trace.” 
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Jovis, 30° die Mali, 1811. 

JOHN P A T T E S O N, Esquire, in the Chair. 

A Member of the Committee delivered in the following Papers : 
gtate of the House of Recovery, in Waterford, for the Year ending 1 st January 1S0S. 
Patients remaining in the House on 
the I st January 1807 6 

Admitted this year * - - 1 66 

172 



Patients dismissed cured 
Died - 

Remaining in the House 1 st January 



153 

If 2 

7 

172 




State of the House of Recovery, fo 

Patients remaining in the House on 
the 1 st January 1 808 - -7 

Admitted this year * ^ - 157 

164 



■ the Year ending i lt January 1809. 

Patients dismissed cured - - 146 

•Died - - . . - 14 

•Remaining in the House 1“ January 
1809 ■ - • - - 4 

164 



State of the House of Recovery, for 

.Patients remaining in the House on . 

the 1 st January 1 809 - 4 

Admitted this 3 r ear - - - 222 

226 



the Year ending i“ January 1810. 



Patients dismissed cured 


- 196 


Died - 


- 19 


Remaining in the House 1" 


1 January 


1810 


- 1 1 




226 



State Of the House of Recovery, for the Year ending 1“ January 1 Si 1. 



-Patients remaining in the House 
on the 1" January 1 810 - 
Admitted this year 



Patients dismissed cured - 37.6 

Escaped from the House (insane) - r 
Died - - - - - 2 2 

Remaining in the IJouse i* 1 Janu- 
ary 1'8 11 - - .«• “22 



Mich Ivenney, apothecary -to the House of Recovery, appeared before me. and 
made Oath on the Holy Evangelists, That, the above is a correct Return of the State 
of the House ot Recovery for the last four years. 

r ,, „ Sworn before me at Waterford, this 22 d day of May i8.il* 

Mich Kenney. Corn. Bolton, Mayor. 

Patients relieved at the Waterford General Dispensary for the under-mentioned 
years : 

In the year ending 1 51 January 1S08 - 4^27 

- D° - - D° -“ 1 s1 January 1809 - - - 5,050 

- - D° - - D° - - 1 st January 1810 - 4,996 

- - D° - - D 0 -- 1 st January 181.1 - - 5,708 

Mich Kenney, apothecary to the Waterford General Dispensary, appeared before 
;me, and made oath oh tire Holy Evangelists, That the above is a correct Return of 
the number of Patients relieved at that Institution for the last four years. 

Sworn before me, this 22 rt day of May 1811, at Waterford, 

Mich Kenney. ' Com. Bolton , Mayor. 

We 
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We, the undersigned Medical Attendants of the Fever Hospital and Genera! 
Dispensary of the city of Waterford, are of opinion, that the excessive use of Spirituous 
Liquors amongst the lower orders of the people of this district, caused by the late 
reduction of its price, has been evidently productive of increased disease, and, in a 
great degree, accounts for the additional number of Patients in the above Charities for 
the last year. We have further observed (with extreme regret) an evident increase, of 
wretchedness and misery in the habitations of the lower orders of inhabitants of this 
city, attributable (we apprehend) to the misapplication of the produce of their labour 
in the purchase of Spirituous Liquors, 

Waterford, Simon Laufhier, M. D. E. 

May 2% d 1811. Thomas Hearn, M.D. R. 

James Brickell, Surgeon, 



Amount of Malt Duty paid in the district of Waterford in the under-mentioned 
four years : viz. 

£■ s. d. 

In the year ending the 5 th of January 1808 - - 14,240. 8. 4. 

- - -- -- -- -- -- 1809 - - 15,899. 10. 10. 

1S10 - - ib, 355- 13- 4- 

- 1S11 - 14,785. 6, 8. 



An Account of the Quantity brought Coastways into Waterford in the years 1807 
and 1810, of Home-made Spirits; viz. 



Gallons. 

From the 14 th of Jam to the io ,h ofDec. 1807 - 1,191 Casks, containing - 149,073 
- - - 1 6 th of April to - i8 lh of Dec. 1810 - 1,680 - D° - - - 205,318 



Received from Richard Davis, Esq. of Waterford 
which I attest. 



John Newport. 



Certificate of the Coroners of the City of Dublin. 

We certify, .as Coroners of the County of the City of Dublin, that the number 
of deaths occasioned by the excessive drinking of Spirituous Liquors, have greatly 
increased within the last twelve months ; and that we consider it owing to the re- 
duced price of whiskey within that period, that has tempted the working classes of 
society to such destructive consequences. 

John Cash, 

Dublin, May 21 st , 1811. H. Archer. 



Sabbat i, i° die Junii 1811. 

JOHN PATTESON, Esquire, in the Chair. 

Thomas Nozvlan, Esq. called in, and Examined. 

The 4 Nozvlan CAN you state any particulars which have come within your knowledge, as to the 
£ S q ’ increased use of Spirituous Liquors, within any and what districts ot Ireland, during the 
) year last past ?— During the last year I resided in Dublin, and in the city and county of 
the city of Kilkenny ; and it appeared to me that intoxication had become more general 
in these places among the lower classes of people ; and I had occasion to enquire 
into the outrages committed in the county of Kilkenny, and it appeared from such 
enquiry, that such outrages were committed by persons in a state ot intoxication, par- 
ticularly two instances, where great barbarity was exercised in cutting off the ears ; 
and as far as it appeared to me, from the natural disposition ot the people, such a 
barbarous measure would not have been resorted to, if it were not for that maddening 
intoxication which generally results from spirits. 

Has it appeared to you, that any alteration has taken place in the habits of industry 
amongst the manufacturers and peasants in those districts during the last year, and to 
what do you attribute such change? — It does not appear to me that there is any 
.alteration in the habits ©f the peasantry so striking as to impress me that a decided 
alteration has taken place, not having either manufacturers or peasants in my own 

immediate 
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immediate employ ; but the inference I would draw from the increased intoxication ' 

I observe, is, that it must decidedly militate against the industry and morals of the 
iow.er classes of the people. 

Do you usually employ manufacturers? — No; I am an Irish solicitor, or 
attorney. 

Do you go the circuits ?— No. I am also treasurer of the county of Kilkenny, 
and assist the magistracy and tlie crown in prosecutions of offences against the- peace 
of the county of Kilkenny, by which means the state of that county came more par- 
ticularly within my knowledge. 

When did you leave Ireland ?— On the 7th May. 

What was the price of spirits on the 7th May ?— I do not know. 

What was the price of spirits two years ago ? — I cannot answer It appears to me, 
that within the last year the number of persons tried at the Quarter Sessions for breaches 1 
of the peace, were much more considerable than for several years preceding. 

Were there not general disturbances in Kilkenny during that time ?— Part of the 
county of Kilkenny was seriously disturbed during the last winter and autumn, and 
particularly that part of the county bordering on Tipperary and Waterford. 

Was there a special Commission sent to the county of Kilkenny last year ? — There 

was one held in February last. 

Can you state at what time those violent disturbances in the county of Kilkenny 
commenced ? — They commenced in the beginning of Jun e ; no persons charged with 
caravatism were tried at the Quarter Sessions. 



A Member present delivered in the following Paper — containing the Prices of Spirits 
at different Periods, from August 1805 to September 1810. 



1805. — August 22 - -verydull- 

October 30 - - - - 7/ic- 

December 7 - raised by Agreement t< 

1807. — January 21- - 

May 8 

November 21 - 

27 - - - 

December 1 - 

9 

1808. — January 21 

February 27 - 

May 5 



8/ 
-«/ 
8/6 
9/" 
8/6 
8 / 
9/ 
9/6 
10 / 
8/6 
8/4 

10/6 

10/9 

>■/ 



1808 - * May 9 
21 
24 
3 1 

July 12 
October 14 
26 

November 5 

29 

1809. — February 18 

March 1 
3 

1810. — September 3 

26 



- 11/6 

- 10/6 

- 13/6 

- - - H/ 

- 14/6 

- - - 15/ 

- - - 16/ 

- 1 6/6 

- 15/6 for Scotch 

- - 12/6 



- . - 12/6 

from 12/6 to 17/6 

- 7/3 

- - - 7/8 



A Member delivered in an Extract from Returns before the House, of the 
Average Prices of Barley, in the Quarter ending May 1811, and a similar 
Quarter in 1807, being the Year before the Prohibition; viz. 

For Quarter ending iothMay 1811 - - - - £. i. 2. 5I. 

- - D° - - 1807 - - - - — 17. 7. 

Another Member informed the Committee that these Average Prices are struck 
without receiving, or including in the Account, Returns from several Ports of 
Ireland, very principally concerned in the traffic in Corn. 



The Honourable John Leeson ; again called in, and Examined. 

You have stated that the sales of beer, by nine of the principal brewers in Dublin, JJoh. J. Leeson. 

amounted in the year ;8io, to 280,860 barrels, and in 1811, to 214,777 ; what do v > 

you mean by the years 1810 and 1 S 1 1 ? — Ending 25th March 1810, and ending 25th 
March 1811. 

Did those gentlemen sell any beer for exportation during those years ? — A little in 
1810, but much more in 1811. 

Can you state whether they paid more malt duty in 1810 or 1811 ? — I am not in- 
structed in that. 

Can you state whether there is any difference in the quality of the beer during those 
years ?— Being from ill health obliged to be away for the last year, I cannot state. 



Extracts 
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^Extracts from Report of Committee on the Distillation of Sugar, in i So8 

, “ Major William Bellingham Sevan called ; and Examined iy the Committee. 

. “ What office in the Revenue do you hold in Ti-planri : „ 

cise and Licences of Ireland.” ' inspector General of Ex- 

not quite cerhdn.” 1St ' ^ thlnk ^ was hi the month of October 1 805 or 1806; lam 

>,0U ?-Fo„r shillings and 

from 9,. to tor. 6 rf. pef gSlon " ’ ° f t "° the price rose. 

“ What was the price of the legal spirits ?— Eight shillinos.” 
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